MAG

Official Bulletin of Magna Graecia International Fellowship

AECIA

I

F
M
G

n. 6 - October 2000

From the Chairperson

The new regulations for the tour-meetings are at last
beginning to work but, unfortunately, the long starting
period has drastically limited participation in our mee-
tings. We are therefore convinced that, when necessary,
we must organise a tour-meeting, to satisfy in particular
the expectations of new members, and must publicise it
widely and in good time, both by means of the Rotarian
press and directly by means of the various District
Fellowship Committees. This year a Rotary International
Task Force has been created to develop the marketing of
the Fellowship Programme. And so, in order to take
advantage of this opportunity, the 2001 tour-meeting
“The Mythical Shores” has been organised (programme

page 4).

Meantime, I wish to give you a progress report on
other aspects of the reorganisation we are undergoing:

1. Tour-meeting Territory Extension

The 2000 tour-meeting, “Graecian Sicily” took place in
May in Sicily: an important stage in carrying out the
Grand Tour Project. Its success was due to the cordial col-
laboration of our Sicilian Friends of Magna Graecia who
sympathised with the aims of the Project as stated in pre-
vious news-letters (Magna Graecia News n.1, 4 and 5).
Furthermore, during an inspection in Sardinia in
July, the foundations were laid for another similar stage:

the “Phoenician Sardinia” tour-meeting. We had already
written about this extension in Magna Graecia News n.5,
but thanks to their genuine hospitality and the way the
Sardinian friends we met got down to facts, we were able
to prepare the new IFMG programme quickly. However
the tour-meeting in Sardinia will not take place until
May 2002: the conditions indicated in Magna Graecia
News n.5 are still valid. Preliminary bookings must reach
me by 31st March 2001 and confirmations of bookings
by 31st October 2001.

I confirm that information about and the programme
JSor this tour will be sent only on specific request.

In the last two newsletters I wrote about the impor-
tance of tour-meeting territory extension, and so you will
understand how satisfied I am to be able to tell you
about the results obtained.

2. Sharing the Organisational Work

The decentralisation of the organisational work introdu-
ced with the changes in the ”Constitution and Rules”
(see Magna Graecia News n. 5) is moving very slowly.
And so yet again I would ask all those interested in our
activities to send their annual dues to the Regional
Coordinator, when there is one for that country, or else
to me, if there is no Regional Coordinator.

I wish to remind you that, in accordance with the
new norms, newsletters will be sent by me directly to pro-
spective new members, whereas Regional Coordinators
will send newsletters to paid-up members in their region.
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dinner on 26th May 2001.

To carry out its primary aim, the Rotarian Foundation “Grand Tour Project” has instituted the

GRAND TOUR AWARD 2001
for the revaluation of the cultural heritage of Magna Graecia, Sicily and Sardinia.

An award will be made to acknowledge the work of a Rotarian who stands out for having
chieved the aim of the Foundation by his contribution in the media or by his activity.

The award-winner, chosen also by means of nominations from members of the Magna Graecia
Fellowship, will receive a “personal recognition” (plaque or diploma) and the crest of the
Foundation. The award will be presented at the Tour-meeting “The Mythical Shores" farewell




SEA DAY IN THE BAY OF NAPLES TO CELEBRATE FELLOWSHIP DAY

We are very pleased to announce that we shall again
celebrate a Fellowship Day in the year Rl President
Frank Devlyn has devoted to promoting membership in
the various Rotary Recreational and Vocational
Fellowships.

The celebration, supported by 2100 District
Governor Marcello Lando through the District 2100
RRVF Committee, will be organised by the Magna
Graecia, Yachting (S.W. Flotilla) and Flying Fellowships,
and will be held at the end of the 2001 Tour-meeting
“The Mythical Shores” on Saturday 26th May 2001,
during a full-day mini-cruise in the enchanting Bay of
Naples. \
The entire Rotary family (Rotary, Rotaract, Inner
Wheel) of the Campania region will be invited to take
part in order to meet Magna Graecia members.

The idea of offering this trip to the Friends of
Magna Graecia stems from the desire to give them the
rare opportunity to view the coasts of the Bay of Naples
from the sea. It is a fitting conclusion to the tour-meeting
2001 and can reveal why these lands have always fasci-
nated seafarers.

This “sea day” is important for other reasons too:
first and foremost, it is a very interesting trip, especially
for those familiar with the classics, since we sail past
places that bring back memories from school-days: from
the beach of the Sirens to the mythical place where
Aeneas landed.

The trip is fascinating too for its wonderful scenery.
The land has a gentle profile and the coast-line describes
a perfect arc, which the Posillipo promontory divides: on
one side there is Mount Vesuvius with its chopped-off
cone, sloping gently down to the sea, and on the other
side a myriad arcs of circles that are the remains of the
extinct craters of the Phlegrean Fields.

We shall see the shores of Vesuvius: in Roman times,
as Strabo reminds us, this was an area with thriving
towns and wonderful villas set amidst luxurious vegeta-
tion, destined to be swallowed up by the volcanic lava of
Vesuvius and to become archaeological remains.

Abandoned thereafter, the coast gradually became
covered with woodlands and Mediterranean magquis,
home to deer and wild boar. A place of paradise that
fascinated the Bourbon monarch Charles Il even more
than the archaeological remains that were coming to
light during the first excavation campaigns, so much so
that he built one of his “delights” here: the Royal
Palace at Portici, used for hunting parties. (Charles IIl's
young queen, on the contrary, was thrilled
about the excavations.)

Nobles and courtiers built their summer residences
here, starting the tradition of spending the summer on
the “golden mile” which, suffocated today by its own
development, can be glimpsed in the surviving grounds of
the Royal Palace and the gardens of the villas looking
out over the Bay which are visible only from the sea.

After sailing past Naples and the magnificent villas
of Posillipo, we behold an enchanting view: several
islands, each one beautiful in a different way, rocky
coasts, quiet coves, shimmering sea-beds, and ruins
everywhere - all inviting the sailor to drop anchor. And
yet this is all dramatic evidence of tremendous volcanic
eruptions. This was the scene of many myths, for the
most part connected with the mystery of the hereafter.
The ancients imagined that the giants, driven out of
Olympus by the gods, were imprisoned here and shook
the earth in their efforts to free themselves. Another mon-
ster who rebelled against the gods lay under the island
of Ischia.

Here, where the world ended, men used to come to
reflect on their destiny, to listen to the oracles of the
Sybil at Cumae, and here, in the Phlegrean Fields, lies
the entrance to Hades... all sources of Magna Graecia
culture!

Beyond the myths towers the evidence of the splen-
dour reached at the time of the Roman Empire. The
attraction of the thermal springs, the beauty of the land-
scape and the sacredness which Virgil's epic bestowed on
them made the Phlegrean and Neapolitan coasts the most
luxurious and famous residential area of the Roman
Empire. Having a villa here allowed the owner to live
next door to the Emperor and to have fish-farms for sea
food which are still visible between Capo Miseno and
Baia. Puteoli (Pozzuoli), a thriving port which had
money-lending activities in Asia, was near-by with its
business world. This was the ideal place for “otium”
which, for the Romans, meant leisure devoted to the most
noble activities of the human mind. The huge Roman
villa at Posillipo was called Pausilypon from the Greek,
meaning “that frees from worries”.

The beauty of the Phlegrean Islands has fascinated
sailors since Neolithic times. Mycenaean expansion in the
2nd millennium B.C. has left important traces on Vivara,
the island which miraculously has been preserved from
cement. In the first millennium B.C. the first Greek
colony in the West, and the furthest from Greece, was
Pithecussai, today Ischia, the green island.

And so this mini-cruise offers from the sea vistas of
a wonderful natural environment containing archaeologi-
cal remains that make it a landscape unique in the world.
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AN INTERNATIONAL PROJECT
TO SAVE POMPEII

Goethe wrote that “never has a destructive event (the eruption of Vesuvius in 79 A.D.) been so effective in preser-
ving for posterity the evidence of a civilisation”. However today this evidence is at risk because of more than
three million visitors who trek through the ruins each year. How are we to bequeath this site to future generations
without a greater and more incisive commitment to save it from decay? Unesco has declared Pompeii a world
heritage site, in the hope that it will be saved.

Although few until now, sponsorisations are important to this end. The World Monument Fund, which has put
Pompeii first in a list of one hundred sites at risk world-wide, has pledged to the Italian government to safeguard
the archaeological site adequately with an international project. In 2000 it has allocated 516,460 Euros to restore
the tomb of Vestorius Priscus. Marilyn Perry, Chairman of the World Monument Fund, explained: “This means
two things: firstly, it is necessary to intervene urgently to ensure the site’s survival and secondly, it is possible to
do so. However, this project will not be carried out without the generous contributions of many supporters who
understand the importance of preserving our cultural heritage.”

Conscious of this importance, the Inner Wheel Club of Pompei-Oplonti-Vesuvio Est has made an agreement
with the authorities responsible for the monuments of Pompeii to finance the restoration of some frescoes. The first
of these frescoes, from the triclinium of the so-called “Gladiators' Barracks” on the Nola road, has been excellen-
tly restored with the contribution of 19 members of Inner Wheel Clubs in Germany, Belgium and Holland. A
second fresco, from the peristilium of the so-called “House of the Sculptor” on the via Stabiana, is at present
undergoing restoration.

The Grand Tour Project Foundation has made a financial contribution to this important initiative and will
make a further contribution in the future. All Friends of Magna Graecia are invited to do likewise. To this end, the
Vesuvian Committee, which has organised the 2001 Tour-meeting for the Magna Graecia Fellowship, has included
in the programme for 22nd May a guided visit to the Pompeii excavations’ workshop to see the frescoes which
have been restored. The 19 Inner Wheel members have also been invited and we will be pleased to welcome them
with their spouses and thank them personally fbr their contribution.
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Organising a tour-meeting requested by members has
been re-examined by the Regional Coordinators who
have used this system and, from their experiences, it has
been agreed that there must be at least 40 persons in the
group. Other parameters for such tour-meetings have
been agreed upon, which will broaden the standardisation
and speed up the process of drawing up a programme.

3. Increasing Membership

Increasing the membership of the Magna Graecia
Fellowship has been our greatest requirement for some
time and we have asked repeatedly all members to help
us in this (see Magna Graecia News n. 4, point 4).
Sadly, our appeals have had no effect as the Sicily tour-

meeting proved. Regional Coordinator Jac Houben origi-
nally requested a tour-meeting in Sicily for a group of 40
Dutch Rotarians - for the most part new members - but
he did not succeed in forming a group. Two years later
Regional Coordinator Jos Macquoi formed a group, but
of only 25 participants (from Belgium and Holland) and
with only 2 new members. To increase our membership
in future every member’s booking for a tour-meeting
must be accompanied by that of at least one new
Rotarian member. It is not a great sacrifice to invite a
Rotarian friend to join you on a tour!

Now we are asking the Regional Coordinators to help
us to put this norm into practice: it is essential for the life of
our Fellowship. This is a task any Fellowship member owes
to his Fellowship, a task which in fact is not so difficult.



“THE MYTHICAL SHORES?”
8th IFMG TOUR-MEETING

Sunday 20th May 2001: Welcome cocktail party with Organising Committee who will illustrate the tour-meeting.
Documentation regarding the sites to be visited will be provided. Dinner in Hotel.

Monday 21st May: Visit the National Archaeological Museum in Naples to see the rooms recently opened to the
public (including the exhibition of erotica from Pompeii). Lunch in a pizzeria. Panoramic tour of the city. Visit the
Royal Palace of Naples. Shopping. Dinner with Ottaviano Rotary Club on the slopes of Vesuvius.

Tuesday 22nd May: Tour of Pompeii (including the houses recently opened to the public and the restoration work-
shop). Buffet lunch of local specialities in the courtyard of a Roman villa in the excavations. Ascent of Mount
Vesuvius with the volcanologist Angelo Pesce. Dinner in Naples with Napoli and Napoli Castel dell’Ovo Rotary
Clubs.

Wednesday 23rd May: Visit the Royal Palace at Caserta and its spectacular grounds. (Optional variation: visit the
Bourbon silk-manufacturing works at S. Leucio). Lunch in the country with local specialities. Visit the Tari jewel-
lery centre.

Thursday 24th May: All-day excursion to Paestum with guided tour of the Greek temples. Lunch with regional
specialities. Visit a mozzarella-producing business. Dinner with Torre del Greco - Comuni Vesuviani and Ottaviano
Rotary Clubs with mandolin concert.

Friday 25th May: All-day excursion to the Phlegrean Fields (Baia, Cuma and Solfatara) with lunch in a fish
restaurant and local Falanghina wine. Dinner in a tavern.

Saturday 26th May: All-day mini-cruise to the Phlegrean Islands (Nisida, Procida, Vivara and Ischia) with landing
and lunch on the island of Ischia. Farewell dinner in hotel.

Sunday 27th May: Breakfast in Hotel. Departure.

Cost, including all the services indicated in the programme, drinks at all meals (1/4 litre of wine and 1/2 litre of
mineral water per person per meal) and excluding entrance fees to monuments, extras and all else not specified in
the programme:

In a twin-bedded room.............c..ceeveeuvenrienieenn... 850 Euros per person

Single room supplement..............ccceceueneen... 235 Euros per person

When the booking has been accepted, the participant must pay the Regional Coordinator a deposit of 100 Euros by
15th December 2000 and the balance by 10th April 2001.

If transfers from and to Naples Airport are required - by taxi for individuals and by bus for groups - a request must
be made to the Magna Graecia Fellowship at the time of booking the tour. The Hotel Sakura Porters’ Office will
arrange transfer transport, which must be paid for on arrival at the Hotel.

2001 Tour-meeting Extensions

To satisfy some requests we have had from participants who wish to prolong their stay in the area, we have arran-
ged the following possibilities:

1. Thursday 17th May - Sunday 20th May: Stay in an hotel (3- or 4-star at the participant’s choice)
on Ischia, the “green island”, famous for its thermal waters. During this period the celebrations for
the patron saint, St. Restituta, will be held, ending with a firework display.

2.The Hotel Sakura has offered a special tariff (according to length of stay) to all Magna Graecia
members who wish to prolong their stay after Sunday 27th May.

Prices for the extension chosen available on request.
For further information:

IFMG Home Page: www rotary2100.it/flwmagnagraecia
*  Chairman’s e-mail address: lazzara@Ilibero.it



MagNnA GRECIA

International Fellowship

OgTn

Dear Rotarian,

I would like to inform you about a new World Fellowship, Magna Graecia (IFMG).
It aims to bring together Rotarians keen on history, heritage and archaeology who are
particularly interested in Southern Italy: Magna Graecia.

Members of the Fellowship will receive detailed documentation (both printed mat-
ter and videotapes) on the history, art, natural environment and ethnic and social aspects
of various sites of Magna Graecia.

A cultural tour with a different chosen theme will be promoted every year with
local Rotarians as guides. The tour must have a specific theme because of the complexity
of the historical sites in a region which for several millenia has been the cross-road
of exchanges between North and South, East and West. Every site reveals traces of
the great civilisations which have followed on, one after another, for almost 3,000 years,
very often in areas of outstanding beauty.

Nowadays history and nature together in this part of Italy form something which
is unique in the Western world. A journey to these shores has always been regarded
as a return to the classical world and a return to nature, with the Mediterranean sun,
the sea, vegetation and mouth-watering produce.

These considerations justify the Magna Graecia Project, which offers Rotarians cul-
tural tourism for the élite.

The tour, promoted, prepared and guided by Rotarian friends with a common inte-
_rest in Magna Graecia, could become an annual event in the international Rotary calendar.

Should you decide to join our I.LF.M.G., after reading the Fellowship Rule, please
fill in the form on the reverse side of this letter, attach eucheesster 1§ U.S. § to
cover your yearly dues and then post both back to us.

This is a request for membership of the International Fellowship of Magna Graecia.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

Surname First Name

Language spoken Classification

RiG: Dist
Mailing address

City, State, Poste Code

Date Signature




INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP OF MAGNA GRAECIA
CONSTITUTION AND RULES

1. NAME: International Fellowship of Magna Graecia (IFMG)

2. PURPOSE: To develop and promote worldwide friendship through culture and
tourism.

3, MEMBERS: Rotarians of any nationality, keen on history, heritage and archaeo-
logy, may apply for membership. Members must pay annual dues of 1§ USS$.

4, OFFICERS: Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and Regional Co-ordinator. Other
officers will be elected as representatives of Rotary International Regions.

5. ELECTION: New officers will be elected in November, for a two-year term,
to take office on the following July 1st. Ballots will be mailed to all members in good
standing and the majority vote of the members is necessary to be elected.

6. DUELS: US$ will be used to cover costs of administrative expenses. Dues are
due July 1st.

7. ANNUAL REPORT: A report will be sent out each November by the officers,
including the current roster of members, a calendar of events or activities and any other
pertinent information.

8. AMENDMENTS: Any member may propose changes to these rules. The officers
will review the proposed change, and submit a recommendation to the membership.
A majority vote is necessary to change the rules.

Ing. Giovanni Lazzara
P.tta Mondragone, 9
80132 NAPOLI - ITALY




